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UNIT SUMMARY 
   

 

This unit emphasizes the historical circumstances that influenced the development of the New 

Republic.  To begin, the unit will investigate how the new nation was launched by looking at how George 

Washington became the first president and organized the new government, the birth and formation of 

political parties, conflicts with Native Americans and national division over the French Revolution, and the 

presidency of John Adams and the Alien and Sedition Acts.  The unit will go on to examine the era of 

Thomas Jefferson by looking at his inauguration and new policies, considering the Louisiana Purchase and 

its role in American expansion, investigating conflicts with Britain and France, and discovering the events 

that led to the beginning and conclusion of the War of 1812.  Lastly, the unit will explore the changing 

nation by explaining how a national identity was built as a result of the War of 1812, observing how the 

United States dealt with other nations through the Monroe Doctrine, examining the Jacksonian Era and 

its increased suffrage, evaluating the removal of Indians and the Trail of Tears, and inspecting states' 

rights and the economy. 

   

    

 

UNIT RESOURCES    

 

Printed Materials:  

Documents: 

 Bill of Rights 

 Hamilton's Reports 

 Letters and Publications produced by Thomas Jefferson and Alexander Hamilton 

 George Washington's Farewell Address 

 Alien & Sedition Acts 

 Virginia & Kentucky Resolutions 

 Jefferson's First Inaugural Address 

 Letters of Abigail Adams 

 Tecumseh's Protest of the Treaty of Fort Wayne (1809) 

 Thomas Jefferson's letter, "A Firebell in the Night" 

 Phillis Wheatley, "Ode to Washington" 

 The Thomas Jefferson Papers at the Library of Congress 

 The Monroe Doctrine (1823) 

 The text of the Star Spangled Banner (1814) 

   



 "OGRABME" political cartoon 

 President Madison's War Message 

 Hartford Convention Resolutions 

  

 

Resources:  

  

Videos 

 A New Nation (Schlesinger) 

 Founding Brothers (History Channel) 

 The Duel (PBS) 

 Marbury v. Madison (WQED) 

 African's in America (PBS) 

   

  

Songs: 

 Presidential Campaign Songs (Smithsonian Folkways) 

o Washington, Adams, Jefferson, Madison 

 Keith and Rusty McNeil, Colonial and Revolution Songs 

 "Battle of New Orleans" 

 "How Happy the Soldier" 

 "Star Spangled Banner" 

 "The Hunters of Kentucky" 

  

   

 

Internet Resource Links: 

  http://etext.virginia.edu/jefferson/ 

  http://www.billofrightsinstitute.org 

  http://pbs.org/wgbh/amex/duel/ 

  http://earlyamerica.com/earlyamerica/milestones/sedition/ 

  http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/presiden/jeffpap.htm 

   

    
    

STAGE ONE 
   

    

  GOALS AND STANDARDS    

http://etext.virginia.edu/jefferson/
http://www.billofrightsinstitute.org/
http://pbs.org/wgbh/amex/duel/
http://earlyamerica.com/earlyamerica/milestones/sedition/
http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/presiden/jeffpap.htm


 

Standard State: NJ 

6.1.8.A.4. Civics, Government, and Human Rights  

6.1.8.A.4.a. Explain the changes in America's relationships with other nations by analyzing policies, 

treaties, tariffs, and agreements.  

6.1.8.A.4.b. Analyze how the concept of Manifest Destiny influenced the acquisition of land through 

annexation, diplomacy, and war.  

6.1.8.B.4.a. Assess the impact of the Louisiana Purchase and western exploration on the expansion and 

economic development of the United States.  

6.1.8.B.4.b. Map territorial expansion and settlement, as well as the locations of conflicts with and 

removal of Native Americans.  

6.1.8.C.4. Economics, Innovation, and Technology  

6.1.8.C.4. Economics, Innovation, and Technology  

6.1.8.C.4.a. Analyze the debates involving the National Bank, uniform currency, and tariffs, and 

determine the extent to which each of these economic tools met the economic challenges facing the new 

nation.  

6.1.8.C.4.b. Explain how major technological developments revolutionized land and water transportation, 

as well as the economy, in New Jersey and nation.  

6.2.8.D.1.b. Relate the development of language and forms of writing to the expression of ideas, creation 

of cultural identity, and development of more complex social structures.  

   

      

    

 ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS     

 

The Monroe Doctrine of 1823 announced a desire by the United States to limit European influence in the 

western hemisphere.  

In recent years the United States has warned against outside intervention in places like Cuba, Haiti, and 

Venezuela.  

In recent years, the United States has supported newfound democracies around the world.  

The need to delineate boundaries between federal and state power sparked bitter poltical struggles in the 

1800's.  

States' rights are still in the news today.  For example, issues of federal environmental and educational 

laws are often met with conflict at the state level.  

   

    

 ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS     

 

What problems might a new nation face?  How did Americans respond to internal and external 

challenges?  How did Jefferson and Madison deal with unresolved problems?  How did the nation reflect a 

growing sense of national pride and identity?  
   

    

 

KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS    



 

Knowledge: 

 SWK how President Washington set the course for the new nation. 

 SWK how the two political parties emerged. 

 SWK how the actions of Britain and France affected the United States. 

 SWK how the problems with France intensified the split between the Federalists and Republicans. 

 SWK how President Jefferson charted a new course for the government. 

 SWK why and how the United States purchased and explored the Lousiana Territory. 

 SWK how Jefferson responded to national security threats. 

 SWK the causes and effects of the War of 1812. 

 SWK how the power of the federal government was strengthened during the Era of Good 

Feelings. 

 SWK how U.S. foreign affairs reflected new national confidence. 

 SWK how the people gained more power during the Age of Jackson. 

 SWK why Jackson used force to remove Native Americans from the Southeast. 

 SWK how old issues took new shape in the conflict over a national bank and tariffs. 

Skills: 

 SWBAT distinguish facts from opinions 

 SWBAT detect historical points of view 

 SWBAT identify bias 

 SWBAT analyze comparisons 

 SWBAT relate events in time 

 SWBAT analyze cause and effect 

  

   

    
STAGE TWO 

   
    

 PERFORMANCE TASKS     

 

Title: Launching a New Nation 

Suggested units of measurement: 

Chapter test 

Section I quiz (Washington Takes Office) 

Section II quiz (The Birth of Political Parties) 

Section III quiz (Troubles at Home and Abroad) 

Section IV quiz (The Presidency of John Adams) 

   



Research papers 

Internet-based research projects 

DBQs 

 

 

  Title: The Era of Thomas Jefferson 

Suggested units of measurement: 

Chapter test 

Section I quiz (Jefferson Takes Office) 

Section II quiz (The Louisiana Purchase) 

Section III quiz (A Time of Conflict) 

Section IV quiz (The War of 1812) 

Research papers 

Internet-based research projects 

DBQs 

 

 

  Title: A Changing Nation 

Suggested units of measurement: 

Chapter test 

Section I quiz (Building A National Identity) 

Section II quiz (Dealing with Other Nations) 

Section III quiz (The Age of Jackson) 

Section IV quiz (Indian Removal) 

Section V quiz (States Rights and the Economy) 



Research papers 

Internet-based research projects 

DBQs 

 

 

   

    

 OTHER EVIDENCE    

 

Self assessments 

Peer review 

Tests 

Quizzes  

Portfolios 

Persuasive essay 

   

    
STAGE THREE 

   
    

 

LEARNING ACTIVITIES     

 

Suggested: 

Interactive reading and notetaking 

Cooperative Learning activities 

Access database -- War of 1812 Battles 

Graphic Organizer Inspiration -- Louisiana Purchase 

Write a descriptive report from the Lewis and Clar Expedition. 

Write a newspaper article that would detail the Louisiana Purchase. 

Did America have a "right" to expand to the Pacific (Manifest Destiny)? Opinion. 

   



Write a persuasive speech on states rights using either the Federalist or Republican point of view. 

Work in groups to create a timeline suquencing the events of the War of 1812. 

Create timelines for key historical figures from the time period. 

Write a Diary Entry and Draw a Picture of Life on the Oregon Trail. 

Create a Biography of Sam Houston, focusing on his role in the Texas Revolution. 
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